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PCOS Program Office enables ground-breaking science from space by working at the 
interfaces between missions and studies, technology, the community, and NASA Centers 
and HQ.

Current PCOS Science Goals and Priorities: 

- Ensure a successful implementation of Astro2020 Decadal Survey priorities by supporting 
community preparations and HQ activities, spanning the range of inputs: from science, 
missions, technology, and state of the profession, which impact our ability to do ground-
breaking science

- Ensure more successful missions by 
-supporting ongoing mission studies and pre-projects, e.g., LISA
-through technology efforts, e.g., SAT; 
-by coordinating with current missions; and
-by preparing for studies for missions recommended by the Astro2020 Decadal

- Engage the community through the PhysPAG to support a successful APD portfolio.



pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov

http://pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov


X2



Second Astrophysics Biennial Technology Report

https://apd440.gsfc.nasa.gov/technology.html



ABTR: Tech Gaps



ABTR: Tech Gaps



ABTR: Tech Gaps



ABTR: Tech Gaps



ABTR: Tech Gaps



PhysPAG
Physics of the Cosmos Program Analysis Group

- Purpose: 
- provide input to NASA relevant to PCOS
- help NASA inform interested parties about PCOS doings 

- Membership: You!
Anyone interested in providing input to NASA relevant to 
its Physics of the Cosmos Program
  

- Executive Committee (EC):
- Chair Emeritus: Ryan Hickox
- Chair: Grant Tremblay 
- Vice Chair: Justin Finke 
- 11 EC members chair 6 Science Interest Groups 
(SIGs): longer-standing discipline-specific  
- support formation of Science Analysis Groups 
(SAGs): group created to analyze a specific 
science question
- facilitate info flow between NASA and community 



- PhysPAG Executive Committee members chair 6 Science Interest Groups 
- X-ray SIG  (XR SIG)
- Gamma-ray SIG  (GR SIG)
- Cosmic Ray SIG  (CR SIG)
- Gravitational Wave SIG  (GW SIG)
- Cosmic Structure SIG (CoS SIG)
- Inflation Probe SIG (IP SIG)

- SIGs serve as forums for soliciting, discussing, and coordinating community 
input. 

For more info: https://pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov/physpag/physpag-sigs.php

https://pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov/physpag/physpag-sigs.php


“Enhancing Participation of Minority Serving 
Institutions in Space Science,” Jan. 2021 AAS

All NASA Program Offices are committed to 
NASA’s core principle of Inclusion



First “Precursor Science” workshop held in April; 2nd workshop happening August 2-4th, 2022. Details TBA.

Precursor science defined as science investigations that will reduce future Great Observatory mission risk and inform 
mission designs and trades when those activities begin. NASA ROSES funding element to be released later in 2022.

Best way to get updates is to sign up for PCOS-News mailing list at pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov

http://pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov


Registration open through June 30th!

Best way to get updates is to sign up for PCOS-News mailing list at pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov

http://pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov


- Please welcome Brian Humensky into the PCOS Chief Scientist Office. I am transitioning 
out of this position, and I thank several people who have worked with me in this office over 
the past 22 months: Zaven Arzoumanian, Terri Brandt, Jacob Slutsky, and Kim Weaver. 

- Thai Pham has retired as Technology Development Manager for the PCOS/COR Program 
Offices. Rachel Rivera (NASA GSFC) has assumed this role. 

- PCOS/COR/ExEP Program Offices will also have role in “GOMaP” process; see talk later in 
this session by Cathy Barclay 

- Please stick around after this for Joint PAG session from 3:00-5:00. Talks by Paul Hertz 
(NASA Astrophysics Division Director), Opher Ganel (Program Technologist/Systems 
Engineer for PCOS/COR), and Nick Siegler (ExEP Chief Technologist) 

- Questions for Paul’s talk *must* be submitted through submission portal located at    
https://gsfc.cnf.io/sessions/gf5r. Easiest way to find direct link to this is go to 
pcos.gsfc.nasa.gov, click “Meetings” under “PhysPAG” dropdown menu. 


