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PhysCOS Program Office Purpose

Physics of the Cosmos spans the fields of high-energy astrophysics, 
cosmology, and fundamental physics, to explore some of the most 
fundamental questions regarding the physical forces and laws of the 
universe:
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PhysCOS Program Office Purpose

• Managed by the PhysCOS/COR Program Office at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center and reported to NASA Headquarters.

• The program office supports the community by
• Facilitating the PhysCOS Program Analysis Group (PhysPAG);
• Facilitating the formation of new Science Interest and Analysis Groups
• Informing members of upcoming funding and engagement opportunities;
• Soliciting and prioritizing community-identified science and technology gaps;
• Managing funded technology projects with benefits to PhysCOS science;
• Maintaining science cognizance to enable more successful NASA strategic planning;
• Community engagement: AAS, HEAD, SACNAS, NSBP
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and Cosmic Origins Program

HQ Program Executive: Shahid Habib
              HQ Program Scientist: Valerie Connaughton
     HQ Dep. Program Scientist: Sanaz Vahadinia

Francesca Civano

Brian Humensky

Bernard Kelly

Stephanie Clark

Barbara Grofic

Mark Matsumura

Valerie Connaughton               Sanaz Vahadinia

Jason Derleth

AAS 243 - NOLA 2024 4

Patrick Coronado*



PhysCOS Program Analysis Group 
Executive Committee - 2024

C. Mingarelli - Yale
GW SIG 

V. Miranda – Stony Brook
CoS SIG

A. Corsi – TTU
GW SIG

D. Pooley – Trinity U.
XR SIG – Vice Chair

A. Meli – NC A&T
CR SIG & Chair

J. Finke - NRL
 GR SIG & Chair Emeritus

E. Burns – LSU
TDAMM SIG

C-T. Chen - USRA
XR SIG

R. O’Brient – JPL
IP SIG

B. Grefenstette - Caltech
XR SIG

M. Errando - WU SL
GR SIG

K. Madsen - GSFC
 XR SIG

R. Hounsell - UMBC
 CoS SIG

Fifteen Members

J. Perkins - GSFC
 GR SIG 
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Stephanie Wissel - PSU
 CR SIG

Thanks to out-going members:
G. Tremblay (SAO)
V. Glusevic (USC)
A. Romero-Wolf (JPL)



Science Interest Groups and 
Science Analysis Groups
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Highlights:
- Completed the Gamma-ray Transient Network SAG Report
- Just started a new Gamma-Ray SAG
 

Completed
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What do SIGs DO?

• Organize sessions at AAS/HEAD/APS meetings
• Discussions /online seminars
• Organizing white papers in response to questions/studies – as done 

for Astro 2020
• Starting SAGs to address a specific question/topic and produce a 

report (~1 year long)
• Anything else that you think of (within reason)

• E.g., is there a topic that needs a workshop to to address it?
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PhysCOS & the Astro2020 Report

• What PhysCOS science should drive the design of the Future 
Great Observatories?

• PhysPAG, SIGs and SAGs
• Precursor and Preparatory science
• Science with Habitable Worlds Observatory (HWO)

• Technology investments to enable X-ray Probes
• Time Domain and Multi-Messenger Astrophysics

• Astrophysics Cross-Observatory Science Support (ACROSS) pilot 
initiative to incentivize and facilitate the planning and execution of 
TDAMM science cases.

• TDAMM Science Interest Group spinning up – kick-off session 2-3pm 
today in 244/245!

• State of the profession: AWESOM SAG.
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How YOU can get involved
• Join our mailing list: PCOS-News-join@lists.nasa.gov with Subject="join”

• Join the PhysPAG Executive committee: nominations in the fall
• Join the Science Groups:
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2:00-3:00pm         |  TDAMM SIG (Rm 244/245)
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